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primitive magic. This outlook on creeds, though it did not
disprove them and was equally compatible with belief and dis-
belief, tended to blunt intolerance on both sides. But while it
caused the standpoints of men like Bradlaugh or even Huxley to
appear obsolete, it equally helped to subvert the earlier disci-
plines, which had employed religious sanctions to maintain high
standards of ethical conscientiousness.
The varied exploits of science, and such new exploits of
technology as the conquest of the air, widened the range and
scope of human power. But paradoxically there went with this
a growing sense of limitation and constriction. The rapid rise
of populations helped it; the individual felt dwarfed by their
mass; the vast urban cemeteries with their labyrinths of tomb-
stones seemed fit end for a life as crowded, blurred, and imper-
sonal as that of the old villages had been detached and distinct.
It was the same thing with the world's geography; the map was
getting filled up. Nearly everything worth exploring had been
explored. In 1909 the American, Peary, reached the North Pole,
and in December 1911 the Norwegian, Amundsen, reached the
South. These were epic feats; and even more appealing to the
imagination was the heroism of the English party under Captain
R. F. Scott, who reached the South Pole thirty-three days after
Amundsen, and perished in the blizzards on their way back.1
Yet Polar exploration, after all, was a barren affair compared
with what had occupied Livingstone or Stanley; it became
reduced almost to an exercise in heroism for heroism's sake.
The severe clashes between Great Powers over Fashoda and
Morocco betoken on the international plane the same sense of
constriction within a pre-empted world. In England the annexa-
tionist imperialism of the nineties died down in the following
decade, not merely owing to the disillusionment of the South
African war, but also because people suddenly realized that little
was left to annex, and that the problem for Great Britain, with
her vast and much-envied possessions, was not to get but to hold.
Chafing against the bars were many impulses of'escape*. One
was the revolt against urbanism—with the slogan 'Back to the
Land'. It took many social forms, from week-end cottages to the
1 A famous incident in this story, the death of Captain Gates, illustrates the
shifting of moral emphasis at this time. Gates committed suicide. But because he
did it in hope to save his fellows, his action was universally approved. Clergymen
preached1 sermons in praise of it.

